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Introduction
All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum with the exception of individual or group music tuition. 

Legal framework

This policy has due regard to all relevant legislation and statutory guidance including, but not limited to the following:
· Education Act 1996
· Children Act 1989
· The Charges for Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007
· The Education (Prescribed Public Examinations) (England) Regulations 2010
· Freedom of Information Act 2000
· DfE (2018) ‘Charging for school activities’
· DfE (2020) ‘Governance handbook’

This policy operates in conjunction with the following school policies:
· Complaints Procedures Policy
· Dinner Money Debt Policy
· Freedom of Information Policy
· Freedom of Information Publication Scheme

Examination fees and resits
If a pupil or their parent consider it to be in the best interests of the pupil to request that an examination (Key Stage 2 SATs) is re-marked, any fees involved will be covered by the pupil or their parent. If the awarding body changes the overall grade of the result, the school will not be charged by the awarding body and the parent or pupil will have their fees refunded.

Voluntary contributions
We aim to provide a wide range of activities to enhance children’s learning, therefore, from time to time, parents may be asked to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost. No child will be excluded from the activity through an inability to contribute. We do not treat these children differently from any others. In the event of insufficient contributions being made, the activity may be cancelled. 

If a parent wishes their child to take part in an educational visit off-site or special event but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we would allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity.   In these cases, the school pays additional costs in order to enable the visit to go ahead. Parents are informed how each trip is funded well in advance of the planned visit. 
	
Residential visits
Clover Hill Primary School organise a residential visit for Year 6. For this residential, parents are expected to fund the visit, however, this trip is always costed as low as possible; the school makes no profit. Clover Hill Primary School Governors have agreed to subsidise this annual event for those families on receipt of free school meals.  Currently, the Year 6 residential is subsidised by an additional 20% from our Sports Premium funding.

Music tuition
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this. When a peripatetic music teacher teaches individual or small group lesson there is a charge for these lessons. We give parents information about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year.

Swimming
The school organises swimming lessons for children in Key Stage 2. These take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this activity. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents for their written permission for their child to take part in swimming lessons.  A voluntary contribution is requested for transportation.

Sport and After School Activity Clubs
We offer additional After School Clubs and Activities, and we request a small charge for these sessions. They are always costed as low as possible; the school makes no profit from these activities.  Our charges cover the salary of staff running the club and the resources required.

Remissions
The school has a remissions policy where it may decide to remit (wholly or partly) any charge which would otherwise be payable by the school for certain activities.  The remissions policy is agreed by the governing body and the Headteacher. To request assistance, parents should contact the Headteacher on 0191 4334056.

Freedom of Information Policy and Publication Scheme
The school’s Freedom of Information Policy and Freedom of Information Publication Scheme will set out where fees may be charged for the provision of information.

Monitoring and review
This policy will be reviewed at least annually by the governing board. The next scheduled review date for this policy is shown on the front page.
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