
 

 

 

 

 
Long 
Term Learning  

It is vital that children can transfer new knowledge into their long-term memory so that 
their learning becomes secure and meaningful. In French, this is especially important, 
as pupils need to retain key vocabulary, grammar structures, and phonics to build 
increasing confidence and fluency in the language.  
Our French curriculum is carefully sequenced so that previous learning is continually 
recapped, revisited, and embedded. Knowledge is revisited in new contexts so that 
children strengthen their recall and deepen their understanding over time. As pupils 
move through the school, each year builds on what has come before, ensuring strong 
progression and long-term mastery of the French language.  
  

Co-
operative Learning  

In French, co-operative learning enables pupils to practise and develop their language 
skills through meaningful interaction with others. Working in pairs and groups 
encourages children to use spoken French for real communication—asking questions, 
sharing ideas, and supporting each other’s understanding of vocabulary and grammar. 
Collaborative activities such as role-plays, dialogues, games, and problem-solving tasks 
help pupils build confidence in speaking and listening. By working together, children 
learn to respect different perspectives, support peers of varying abilities, and develop a 
stronger sense of enjoyment and motivation in language learning.  
  

Real-life 
Relevance  

Real-life relevance underpins our primary school French curriculum by connecting 
language learning to situations children may encounter in everyday life. We ensure 
that topics are rooted in familiar contexts—such as greetings, family, food, school 
routines, hobbies, and local community life—before broadening to wider cultural 
experiences across the French-speaking world. Pupils learn how French is used in 
authentic scenarios, including ordering food, asking for directions, shopping, or 
describing daily activities.  
Digital tools, songs, stories, and real-world resources—such as French menus, maps, 
timetables, and videos—help pupils see how their developing language skills apply 
beyond the classroom. By linking vocabulary and grammar to practical contexts, we 
make French meaningful and purposeful, empowering children to communicate with 
confidence and develop an appreciation of the diverse cultures within the 
Francophone world.  

  
Rationale 
At Clover Hill Primary School, we recognise the entitlement of all pupils to learn a modern foreign language 
as part of a broad and balanced curriculum. The study of French supports pupils’ linguistic development, 
cultural understanding and confidence in communication, while also preparing them for further language 
study at Key Stage 3 and beyond. 
French is taught as a statutory subject in Key Stage 2 and contributes to pupils’ wider personal 
development by fostering curiosity, resilience and respect for other cultures. 
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Aims and Purposes 
The main aim of teaching French at Clover Hill is to develop children’s linguistic competence and 
confidence. Through our French curriculum, pupils are supported to: 

• Become increasingly familiar with the sounds, patterns and written forms of the French language 
• Develop key language-learning skills, including listening, speaking, reading and writing 
• Communicate meaning and ideas in French through structured and creative contexts 
• Make links and comparisons between French and English, supporting grammatical understanding 
• Develop cultural awareness by learning about France and French-speaking cultures 
• Foster positive attitudes towards learning languages 
• Apply their knowledge with growing confidence to understand spoken and written French and to 

express themselves accurately 
• Embed French knowledge into long-term memory, forming a secure foundation for future language 

learning at Key Stage 3 

 
French Scheme of Work 
Clover Hill Primary School has adopted the Grammarsaurus French scheme of work to ensure high-quality, 
progressive provision. 
The scheme has been selected because: 

• It provides a balanced approach, integrating grammar, phonics and vocabulary rather than focusing 
on vocabulary alone 

• It covers all four strands of language learning: listening, speaking, reading and writing 
• Cultural elements are embedded throughout units of learning 
• Lessons are supported by step-by-step PowerPoint resources with audio, enabling confident 

delivery by non-specialist teachers 
• Progression is clearly mapped across Key Stage 2, ensuring knowledge is built systematically 

 
Methodology and Delivery 
French is taught by class teachers and delivered through engaging, practical and interactive lessons. 
Teaching includes: 

• Explicit teaching of French phonics to support accurate pronunciation 
• Progressive teaching of French grammar and sentence structures 
• Development of a growing bank of French vocabulary 
• Opportunities for pupils to listen to and converse in French, both as a class and in pairs or groups 
• Structured opportunities to read and write in French, appropriate to pupils’ stage of learning 
• Use of games, songs and rhymes to support enjoyment, memory and engagement 
• Exploration of French culture, traditions and daily life 

Lessons are designed to be active, inclusive and supportive of long-term memory through regular retrieval 
and revisiting of prior learning. 

 
Time Allocation 
Modern Foreign Languages is a statutory requirement in Key Stage 2. 
At Clover Hill, French is taught through a weekly lesson in KS2, ensuring regular exposure and progression 
over time.  One lesson per term has a French cultural capital focus. 

 
Inclusion and Adaptive Teaching 
At Clover Hill, inclusion in French means ensuring that all pupils can access and engage meaningfully with 
language learning, regardless of ability or need. 
Adaptive teaching strategies include: 

• Use of visual supports such as vocabulary mats, phonics charts, gestures and illustrated word banks 



 

 

 

• Chunking instructions into manageable steps, supported by modelled examples and guided 
practice 

• Scaffolded speaking activities, including sentence starters and paired rehearsal before independent 
use 

• Flexible outcomes allowing pupils to demonstrate learning in different ways, such as:  
o oral responses 
o role play 
o labelled diagrams 
o short written phrases 

Levels of challenge are adapted within lessons, and understanding is checked regularly to ensure that 
French remains accessible, enjoyable and meaningful for all learners. 

 
Equal Opportunities  
All pupils have an entitlement to participate fully in French lessons. Our teaching is designed to ensure that 
every child—regardless of background, ability, or need—can access and enjoy language learning. We 
use high-quality resources that reflect diverse cultures and positive representations of race, gender, and 
disability, helping pupils recognise themselves in the curriculum and promoting respect for others. 
Adaptive strategies, such as visual scaffolds, vocabulary mats, chunked instructions, and supported 
speaking activities, ensure that all learners can make meaningful progress. Through an inclusive and 
culturally rich French curriculum, we aim to nurture confidence, curiosity, and a strong sense of belonging 
for every pupil.  

 
Planning for French 
Planning for French is supported by the Grammarsaurus scheme, which provides: 

• A clear long-term overview of units and progression 
• Lesson-by-lesson PowerPoint resources for consistent delivery 
• Built-in progression in phonics, grammar and vocabulary 

Teachers use these resources to ensure consistency while adapting lessons where necessary to meet the 
needs of their class. 

 
Assessment 
Assessment in French is planned and purposeful. At Clover Hill: 

• Grammarsaurus unit assessments are used to check pupil understanding and retention 
• Assessment focuses on listening, speaking, reading and writing skills 
• Outcomes inform future teaching and support retrieval of key language and structures 

Assessment is used to support learning rather than to create unnecessary workload. 

 
Impact 
Through our French curriculum, pupils leave Clover Hill with: 

• A positive attitude towards learning languages 
• Secure foundations in basic French phonics, grammar and sentence structure 
• Confidence to listen, speak and respond in another language 
• An appreciation of other cultures and ways of life 
• Readiness for further language learning at Key Stage 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

French Cultural Capital Overview 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Curriculum Map 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Progression Map 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Year 3 Progress Ladder 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Year 4 Progress ladder 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Year 5 Progress ladder 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Year 6 Progress ladder 

 

 


